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Mieth, “Pr. 86: ‘Intravit Iesus in quoddam castellum',” in Lectura Eckhardi, 11, Stuttgart, Kohlhammer, 2003, S. 139-175.
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() Giles Constable, “The Interpretation of Mary and Martha” in Three Studies in Medieval Religious and Social
Thought, Cambridge, Cambridge U. P., 1995, S. 1-141. Mieth, Die Einheit von Vita Activa und Vita Contemplativa, S. 68—
117. Martina Wehrli-Johns, “Maria und Martha in der religiosen Frauenbewegung” in Abendlindische Mystik im
Mittelalter, Symposion Kloster Engelberg, 1984, Stuttgart, J. B. Metzlersche Verlagsbuchhandlung, 1986, S. 354-367.
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of Clairvaux and Moral Allegorical Tradition,” in Iunovation in Medieval Literature: Essays to The Memory of Alan
Markman, ed. by Douglas Radcliff-Umstead, Medieval Studies Committee, University of Pittsburgh, 1971, S. 1-19.
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Bettelorden im Aufbau, hrsg. von Gert Melville, Jorg Oberste (Vita regularis Ordnungen und Deutungen religidsen Le-
bens im Mittelalter, Bd. 11), Miinster, LIT Verlag, 1999 (Bettelorden 1999), S. 27-105, S. 36-59. PN M)
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The Image of Mary in Eckhart’s German Sermon 86

A Key to the Essence of German Mysticism
(from Eckhart to Tauler and Suso)

ABE Yoshihiko

German sermon 86 is one of the most important sermons of Meister Eck-
hart. This sermon refers to Luke 10: 38-42. In this scene, Martha devotes
herself to serve Christ while her younger sister Mary just sits down on the
floor and listens to him.

The traditional interpretation of this Biblical passge in Western Europe
maintains that Martha and Mary represent “vita active” (active life) and
“vita contemplative” (contemplative life) respectively. It also argues that
contemplative life is superior to active life, and consequently Mary’s way of
life is better than Martha’s. Eckhart, however, interprets vice versa.

Most of the Eckhart researchers point out that his interpretation of Luke
10: 38-42 shows his originality. Inevitably, studies of Eckhart have been
concentrated on Martha’s perfection which Eckhart explains in his sermon,
while sufficient attention 1s not given to Mary. However, Eckhart also
argues Mary’s perfection, which breaks through the traditional under-
standing of the Bible.

In this research, I would like to clarify the image of Mary in one of Eck-
hart’s most important sermons. From the results of this consideration, I
would like to explore the ideal of religious life in German mysticism.
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