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Is Indra a Sun God?

Amano Kyoko

1. Indra in the Yajurveda-Sambhitas

In the earliest ritual interpretive literature, the Black Yajurveda-Samhitas, Indra is
depicted and worshipped as a vrtra-slaying warrior god, while he is also represented as the
sun (sirya- or asd adityds in the Yajurveda-Sarhhitas)." In this paper, I will discuss
various aspects of Indra’s representation as the sun, with particular attention to Indra’s
relationship with the “twenty-first sun” in Maitrayani Samhita (MS), Kathaka-Sarhhita
(KS), and TaittirTya-Sarhhita (TS).

2. Indra’s representation as the sun
Indra as the sun appears as a counterpart to Agni, the fire on earth:

KS 7.4:65.20f. ubha vam indragni ahuvadhya iti. siryo va indras. so 'gnim naktam *pravisati
“I would like to call you both, Indra-Agni,” [he says]. Indra is Stirya. He enters Agni at night.
(cf. MS 1.5.5(2):73.11-12)

Sakamoto (Gotd) (2007a, 800) discusses this passage and points out that Indra-Agni is
the deity of the New Moon festival, and that the idea of Indra as a moon-eating (i.e., new-
moon) deity, i.e., the sun, is found in RV 10.55.5 = AVS 9.10.9, and in Satapatha—
Brahmana 1.6.4.18-20.” Further examples include Indra = sun, Maruts = rays (MS
1.10.16:155.16-20 ~ KS 36.10:77.8-9). In the animal sacrifice for a special wish (MS
2.5, KS 13, TS 2.1.2), Indra, who gives Sirya radiance, is mentioned frequently, and
Indra is associated with Siirya worship. The myth of Indra as the son of Aditi is found in
MS 1.6.12(1):104.10-17, MS 2.1.12(1):13.18ff.>’ and may have been a factor in Indra’s

association with adityd- (but these myths have no particular connection to the sun).
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3. The sun = the twenty-first and Indra/Prajapati
One of the important aspects of the sun is that it is associated with the number 21 A

KS 33.6:31.4-7 (sattra chapter; ~ TB 1.2.4) ekavimsa esa. etena vai deva ekavimsenadityam
itas svargam lokam arohayan. sa esa ita ekavimsas. tasya dasavastad ahani dasa parastat. sa
esa ubhayato virdji pratisthitas.

This twenty-first [graha] is [used]. The gods raised Aditya from here [on earth] to the heaven by
this 21st [graha]. Such this (the sun) is the twenty-first from here. It (the 21-day festival; one of
the variations of sattra) has ten days from this side and ten days from another side. Such is this,

standing firm in Virdj [supported] from both sides.

The number 21 is associated with the sun because it is considered stable (prdtisthiti-,

pratisthd-) . The number 21 as stable is mentioned e.g.,

MS 3.2.3:19.6-8 ékavimsatih karyd. prdtisthityai; pratisthd hy ekavimso. 'tho, ékavimsatividho
hi garhapatyas.
21 [fillers] should be used. [It helps] to stand firm, because the ekavimsa-[stoma] is a stable

foundation. And also, because the garhapatya fire is made up of 21 components.

There are many similar instances where the number 21 is mentioned along with
prdtisthityai or prati's.thd'—.” There is also an explanation that connects 21 with the human
body:

MS 3.6.3:63.10f. ékavimsatya pavayati. ddsa hdstya angiilyo, ddsa padya, atmdikavimsds.
He purifies by 21 (bunches of darbha grass) . The fingers of the hand are ten, the [fingers] of the

foot are ten, and oneself (the torso) is the twenty-first.®)

The connection between Prajapati and 21 described below may be based on this. Other
explanations are 5 seasons + 12 months + 3 worlds + sun in TS 7.3.10.4f. (sattra chapter) S
and Prajapati = 17 + 3 worlds + sun in KS 12.6:168.17f., TS 5.1.10.3 (agniciti).

There is an example of the 21st = sun being co-located with Prajapati = horse:

TS 5.4.12.2 (agniciti) dvadasa masah, pdficartdvas, trdya imé lokd, asav adityd ekavimsd. esd
prajapatih. prajapatyé ‘Svas. tam evd saksad rdhnoti.

Twelve months, five seasons, these worlds here are three, [and] the sun yonder is the twenty-
first. This is Prajapati. The horse belongs to Prajapati. He (the sacrificer) succeeds visibly [in

the appearance of] his (Prajapati’s) [form]. (Because it is the sun, so it is clearly visible).
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(cf. KS 12.6:168.17 (kamya-isti) )

Usually, Prajapati is not placed together with the sun, but it seems that the sun and
Prajapati are connected through the number 21. Or it could be said that Prajapati is
connected to the representation of the “21st sun.”

KS and TS incorporate the logic of “Indra = sun = Prajapati” into a similar argument:

TS 5.7.1.3 (agniciti) dsvam dva ghrapayaty. asdu va adityd indra. esd prajdpatih. prajapatyé
Svas. tdm evd saksad rdhnoti.

He (the priest) makes the horse smell it. Indra is the sun yonder. That is Prajapati. The horse
belongs to Prajapati. He (the sacrificer) succeeds visibly [in the appearance of] his
(Prajapati’s) [form].

(cf. KS 22.8:64.22 (agniciti) )

Although the number 21 does not appear in this passage, the discussion seems to have the
same background as TS 5.4.12 and thus may imply a connection between Indra and the

sun as the 21st.
4, The sun as the 21st and Indra in the context of sattra

As seen above, the 21st sun = Indra did not exist as a direct equation. However, the myth

of Indra’s involvement in reaching the 21st world is found in the sattra chapter of TS.

TS 7.3.10.4f. (sattra chapter) indro vd dpratisthita asit. sd prajapatim tipadhavat. tdsma etdm
ekavimsatiratram prdyachat. tdm dharat. téndyajata. tdto vdi sd prdty atisthad. yé bahuyajiné
‘pratisthitah syiis, td ekavimsatiratram astran. dvadasa mdsah, pdiicartdvas, trdya imé lokd,
asav adityd ekavimsd. etdvanto vdi devalokds. tésv evd yathapiirvdm prdti tisthanti.

Indra was not standing firm. So, he rushed to Prajapati. To him [P] gave the well-known 21-
night ritual. He brought it back. He held the sacrifice with it. From that he stood firm. Those
who hold many sacrifices but are not stable [financially/socially], they should sit on the 21-
night ritual. Months are twelve, seasons are five, these worlds here are three, and the sun is the

twenty-first. The worlds of the gods are so many. He stands firmly in them in order.

Moreover, the connection of Indra with the 21st sun is also implied in the following MS

myth in which the gods who perform sattra to reach heaven produce Indra by ekavimsa-

stoma:
MS 1.9.4:133.3ff. (caturhotr chapter) té vdi cdturhotaro nyasidant sémagrhapataya “indram
janayisyama” iti. ... td ekavimsdm aydtanam acayams. ténéndram ajanayams. td indram
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s

Jjanayitvabruvant “svar ayama.’
The gods [who were doing a sattra for the heaven] sat [at the sattra sitting] with four priests and
Soma as the grhapati (the leader of the sattra), [hoping], “We will produce Indra.” ... They
noticed that ekavisa-[stoma] (or the 21st sattra participant) could be a foothold. With that, they
gave rise to Indra. After they had produced Indra, they said, “Let us go through the sunlight.”
(cf. KS 9.11:113.4-7 (caturhotr chapter) )

It is a difficult myth to understand, but the key to understanding it is that the ekavisa-
[stoma] implies the 21st participant in the sattra. The gods doing sattra are 15, the priests
are 4, and the grhapati is 1, for a total of 20. Indra, who is about to be born, is the 21st.”
MS 19 (~ KS 9.8-16) is a chapter with sattra as a hidden theme, and there the word
sattra is not used and the mantras are blended into the myth. As Amano (2017) argues, it
is more of a secret teaching. Here too, the assonance of Indra = the twenty-first that is
hidden in the sattra myth may be indicated as secret teaching.

The association of the 21st sun with Indra is thought to fall within the framework of
the idea of sattra, which aims to ascend to the highest heaven beyond the worlds. There,
the twenty-first sun was a point of attainment to be attained through a prolonged ascetic

ritual of sattra, and Indra was a symbol of the power gained through sattra.”

5.Indra and the sun in the Vratya hyms of the Atharvaveda Saunaka recension

Dore (2015, 2016) argues that in AVS, Indra = sun is praised as the highest rank and

condition to which the people aspire through sattra:

AVS 11.5.19 [-+] indro ha brahmacdryena devébhyah svar dbharat.

Indra brought the sunlight to the gods with his brahmacarya- (ascetic practices at sattra) .

AVS 13.4.1, 9 rasmibhir ndbha dbhrtari mahendrd ety dvrtah.
Mahendra is going through the rays to the cloud that was brought, being hidden.

AVS 15.1.6 sd ekavratyé bhavat sd dhdnur ddatta tdd evéndradhaniih.
He becomes the Only-vratya, he takes the bow in his hand, the Indra’s bow.

AVS 17.1.14 tvdm indra brahmana vardhdyantah sattrdim ni sedur fsayas.

Making you, Indra, greater with the brahman-, the rsis sat at the sattra.

AVS 15 is a prose chapter called the vratya hymn, which is related to the sattra, a ritual of

the vratya (an Indo-Aryan group that invaded India earlier than the main group of the
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Rgveda bearers and is believed to have been the first to integrate with the native popu-
lation).” The sattra chapters of KS and TS, and the caturhotr chapters of MS and KS,
which are hidden sattra chapters, were probably influenced by the ideas surrounding the

sattra rituals described in the AVS.

Notes

1) The identification of Indra as asd ddityds appears in MS 1.10.16:155.19f., 4.7.3:95.14ff., KS
10.8:133.19f., 13.7:188.14, KS 22.8:64.22f., 24.9:100.10, TS 1.7.6.3, 5.7.1.3 (— 3). The
identification as sirya- appears in KS 7.4:65.20f. (—2).

2) See Sakamoto (Gotd) 2015, 20; 2016, 285, and 2010, 1125.

3) For the myth surrounding Indra’s birth, see Amano 2013; Indra being the youngest child is also
mentioned in TS 7.2.10.2 (sattra chapter).

4) asa aditya ekavimsas appears in KS 26.4:126.6 (soma adhvara), 33.8:35.2f., 34.9:43.9 (sattra).
In KS 6.7:56.8-10 (agnihotra chapter), the ekavinsd- (stoma-) is classified in the heaven of three
worlds along with the sun.

5) Other examples are MS 3.2.1:149f., 3.2.10:131.2f., 3.4.4:48.19, 3.4.5:11f. (agniciti); KS
20.1:19.9f., 20.5:23.4f. (explained with ekavimsatir devalokas), 20.12:32.10 and 16, 20.13:33.7,
21.12:53.11f. (agniciti), 25.10:119.8 (soma adhvara); TS 2.5.10.2 (dar$apiirnamasa), 5.1.8.5,
5.2.3.6,5.3.3.2,5.3.4.2 (agniciti), 6.1.1.8, 6.3.3.6 (soma adhvara), 6.6.11.4 (graha), 7.2.1.3,7.2.2.2,
7.2.3.2,7.2.5.6,7.4.3.3ff., 7.5.8.3 (sattra).

6) Cf. KS 20.8:27.2, 23.1:74.6f., TS 6.1.1.8.

7) See Amano 2009, 330 n. 1122.

8) The myth of Indra ascending to heaven appears in MS 4.3.4:43.7f. indro vdi ndmucim nalabhata.
sd rasmin kuldyam kytvanvarohad amiim aditydm.

9) About vratya see Edholm 2017; Pontillo and Dore 2016, 1-34; Amano 2016, 35-72.
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