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dinous Buddhist iconographical images brought together in the mandala of
two worlds (ryogai mandara). A comparison of changes in the iconography of
the Besson Mandara with the Rydgai Mandara brought back by Kiikai in 806
shows that special characteristics can be discerned through that one part of
the structure. Therein the problem of Kantoku image lies; the evolution of
worship is included. Several other issues in Japanese Buddhism, such as
problems related to the Besson zakki, the Heian period books of esoteric
iconographical drawings, and the iconograpical sketches at Ninnaji and
Daigoji, as well as worship are critically examined.

Attempts are also made to historically distinguish the iconography in Bud-
dhist art from ancient to medieval Buddhist times, revealing in great detail
the intricate relationship of compositional design and theory in images, eso-
teric Buddhist implements, Mandara, illustrations of Sa‘lkyamuni’s life, and
so forth.

150. The Features of Shingonritsu in the Edo Period Described in the San-
gokubiniden

Atsuo FUJITANI

The Sangokubiniden was written by Honsho-kongo, the 9th chief-monk of
Entsu temple on Mt.Kdya. In particular it describes the details of the restora-
tion of the Shingonritsu in the Edo period and the sect’s interpretation of the
precepts. In those days the Betsuju (to receive precepts from other monks) had
seldom been carried out, while the Tsuju-jisei (to pledge precepts by oneself)
mainly had been in fashion. This stance to esteem becoming a monk proper-
ly through the Tsuju-jisei was based on the tradition of Shingonritsu . de-
scended from Eison of Saidai temple. It is significant that in the three mon-
asteries of the Shingonritsu (Saimyo temple, Jinpo temple, Yachu temple), the
rules and precepts of the Dharmaguptaka Vinaya were observed strictly, and
that the rule of Goge-eji (monastery-life for five years) was indispensable to be

a independent monk.
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