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cause there is no infinite regress. This response is based on the theory that
nine dharmas occur at the same moment when dharmas arise.

191. Towards a Revised Critical Edition of the Madhyantavibhagatika: Fo-
cusing on the third chapter Tattvapariccheda

Jae-gweon Kim

There is only one manuscript of Sthiramati’s Madhyantavibhagatika in ex-
istence, but it is incomplete, and over one third of it is missing. Yamaguchi,
while editing the text, restored the incomplete parts by translating from the
Tibetan text into Sanskrit.

In this way, Yamaguchi’s edition of Sthiramati’s {ika greatly contributed to
research on Yogacara Buddhism and, although it was highly appreciated, the
portions translated into Sanskrit were not always acceptable, as pointed out
by Nagao and de Jong.

In fact, studying the original manuscript, [ felt that the quoted mula-text
which is missing in Yamaguchi’s Sthiramati’s f7ka could be restored by using
Nagao’s edition of the Madhyantavibhagabhasya. In addition, there are mis-
readings of the manuscript and improper translations from Tibetan into San-
skrit. Hence, these portions of Yamaguchi’s edition could be amended by
careful reading and using parallel passages of the manuscript.

Therefore, I believe that by studying carefully the existing manuscript and
by using parallel passages in the Tibetan translation, it is possible to correct
the incorrect portions and create an improved text. Thus, I think that it is

possible to revise and re-edit the text.

192. A Genealogy of the Concept of “Neither Identical nor Different” : From
Abhidharma to Vijfianavada

Ensho NASU

“Neither identical nor different” is a Buddhist concept demonstrating a
certain “relationship.” In Abhidharma thought, it is used to explain the rela-
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tionship between “self-nature” and “activity” of dharmas. According to the
Sarvastivadins, the self-nature of a dharma exists permanently, but its activi-
ty exists only in the present.

Vasubandhu, in the Abhidharmakosabhasya, criticizes this position, say-
ing that it is contradictory to claim that the self-nature of a dharma and its
mode of existence (= activity) are neither identical nor different. Vasubandhu
thinks that a conditioned dharma’s self-nature and its activity exist only in
the present and are identical.

Originally, Vasubandhu, as a Sautrantika, had nihilistically understood the
ultimate nirvana as the state of total extinction of body and mind. Later, he
changed to the Vijianavada position which maintains that tathata (asamskrta
and andsrava) and dharmas of the phenomenal world (samskrta and sasrava)
are neither identical nor different, for the differences between asamskrta and
samskrta disappear by the transcendence of samskrta-dharmas from time
and space.

Although Vasubandhu still does not allow that a conditioned dharma’s
self-nature and its activity are neither identical nor different, he admits that
the relationship between the supramundane and mundane existences is nei-
ther identical nor different. By applying this concept, he discovered the con-
nection between nirvana and samsara.

193. Anubhava and Adhisthana in the Sukhavativyiiha

Mitsuo HIRONAKA

This is one consideration of the “other power” thought of Pure Land Bud-
dhism. Concretely, the point of view is applied to the language of Buddha’s
supernatural power (anubhava or adhisthana) in the Sukhavativyiiha, namely
terminology and examples of the use of expressions referring to Amitabha
Buddha’s altruism. There are ten examples in all, and five of the examples
are related to the power of the vow of Amitabha (or Buddhas). Although it
seems that the meaning of a vow is already contained in adhisthana, from
these examples we learn that the power of Amitabha to save is left to this

—1347—



