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(Gyakuho sendai) from himself. Quoting Mattoshd 19 and Shinran shéonin
goshasoku 9, Furuta points out the contradiction that Shinran catches him-
self and others in speaking of the ultimate sinner. But, can one label others
as ultimate sinners simply because one knows that one’s self is such? For
Shinran, the self that is known to Amida is the ultimate sinner. Shinran did
not distinguish himself from the ultimate sinner, but on the contrary includ-
ed himself in that category. On the basis of these two letters of Shinran we
can come to understand how Shinran guided his disciples from his position
of being known by Amida as an ultimate sinner.

139. The Image of Leaders in the Early Religious Community of Jodo-shin
Buddhism

Yoshimichi KURODA

In Jodo-shin Buddhism, leaders have been called Master “Hfi” or True
Teacher “EEHIF”. However, although these two terms are treated as the
same, I think that the meanings differ. In general, the same meaning of both
terms is to lead people. The most important difference is that the Master
does not have the aspect of being a fellow practitioner “[FlfT”, which the
True Teacher has. Shinran used both terms in this way.

Then, which image of leader, Master or True Teacher, was hoped for in
the early religious community of Jodo-shin Buddhism? We can discover an
answer from the Komyo6-Honzon which was made between the middle of the
13th century and the middle of the 14th. It is clear that Shinran and his dis-
ciples are drawn as Honen’s disciples in the Komyo-Honzon. This means
that the relationship between Honen and Shinran or Shinran’s disciples is a
Master-disciple relationship, and the one between Shinran and his disciples
is that of fellow practitioners. Therefore, it can be said that people in the
community hoped for their leader to be a True Teacher because the True
Teacher has the aspect of being a fellow practitioner.
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