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that the postulation of “no teaching” precludes the cause for becoming a
buddha and that, without that cause, this explanation resembles heretical,
non-Buddhist teachings. Genshin questioned Zhili’s approach to this prob-
lem, and many Japanese Tendai masters agreed with Genshin’s interpreta-
tion.

120. The Tendai Learning Transmitted through Nichii (a.k.a. Taigei)

Mariko WATANABE

Many scholar monks of the Nichiren sect studied in dangisho (doctrinal
studies centers or workshops within the Buddhist temple establishment) of the Ten-
dai sect. Hence many of the documents copied at these centers of learning
have been preserved at temples of Nichiren sect affiliation, to the extent that
the learning conducted at Tendai dangisho can be gleaned from Nichiren
sect temple documents.

This paper concerns the monk Nichii (1444-1519) who first took the ton-
sure in the Tendai sect under the name Taigei, studying at dangisho at Hiei-
zan, Jobodaiin temple, Kanasana temple, and elsewhere. He later converted
to the Nichiren sect under the guidance of Nitcho, changing his name to
Nichii, and eventually became the twelfth generation abbot of Kuonji Tem-
ple, the main temple of the Nichiren sect.

While still affiliated with the Tendai sect and using the name Taigei,
Nichii was chosen to be the one monk initiated into the exclusive three stage
transmission at the dangisho conducted by Eigen, seventh generation abbot
of Kanasana Temple. Thus we can presume that he fully absorbed the learn-
ing conducted at Kanasana Temple, and, through studying the surviving
documents that he copied as Taigei, we can discern the outlines of the schol-
arship transmitted there during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Many
of these documents have been preserved at Kuonji Temple in the Minobu Ar-
chive, enabling scholars to identify the chronology, order, and content of ini-
tiation at Kanasana Temple. We can also see that the Lotus Sutra, documents
related to The Three Great Treatises of the Tendai School (Sandaibu), works
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(192) Abstracts

concerning doctrinal debate, and those concerning oral transmission were
part of the “textbooks” that Nichii copied during his transmission studies.

121. DAIHOU Syudatsu’s Interpretation of “one’s own mind”
Zhe-yi PAN

To obtain the truth of Buddha, Tiantai Zhiyi KE&EEEH teaches that it’s
fine to meditate on one’s own mind which is easy to be meditated on. But it
tends to understand this teaching too easily from old times. In this essay, the
most successful one in Tiantai study of Japan - DAIHOU Syudatsu (1804~
1884)’s discussion over this problem is taken up, and the traditional com-
ments and their limits are examined. Syudatsu centered on Zhanran &
and Zhili Hli&, settled the traditional comments of Zhiyi’s teaching in two
meanings - “Jinyao Y% and “Mingmiao E#”. “Jinyao” means “Jinyuan
JE¥R” and “Nengzao HEXE” of one’s own mind. “Mingmiao” means that
one’s own mind really does exist but without a form. These two meanings
are taken to be complementary to each other, and because both are the dhar-

ma of mind, they also contain each other.

122. Attaining Buddhahood by Small Virtue and Threefold Buddha-nature

Rytuko KATSUNO

In the Lotus Sutra, there is a story of a child who playfully built a Bud-
dhist stupa but attained Buddhahood by chanting Namu Buddha only once
with a confused mind. This is called an incident of small virtue attaining
Buddhahood. Tiantai considers this story as an important one since it can-
didly shows the Lotus Sutra’s concept of the Truth of the One Vehicle. Tian-
tai thinks of behaviors of playfulness and confusion in mind as characteris-
tics of human goodness, explaining the episode of small virtue attaining
Buddhahood by the theory of Threefold Buddha-nature. The small virtue is
Buddha-nature as conditional cause in Threefold Buddha-nature. Tiantai ex-
plains that Buddha-nature as complete cause also moves and Buddha-nature
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