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(190) Abstracts

tioned that some have covertly reached the ultimate insight, anutpattika-
dharma-ksanti fEAEA, that nothing arises or perishes. Zhiyi &8 ac-
knowledged this fact and pronounced that enlightenment is possible even
through Hinayana doctrines at the time of the preaching in the Deer Park /&
Sk,

However, there is no conclusive verse or prose that can be seen as evi-
dence in the Tiwei boli jing which clearly indicates that some have attained
enlightenment within the early stages. Thus, due to the nature of its teaching
as being unable to be discussed in words fully, it must be called the secret
teaching.

119. Interpretations of neixun ziwu in the Chinese Tiantai and Japanese Ten-
dai Schools

Masashi YANAGAWA

The concept of neixun ziwu was developed by Zhanran. Zhiyi taught that
the Lotus Sutra is transmitted eternally from buddha to buddha. Addressing
theoretical problems posed by the Lotus Sutra having no origin in an infinite
past, Zhanran proposed the existence of a first buddha. There was, however,
no doctrinal basis for a first buddha. Zhanran thus determined that there was
a period of “no teaching” during which the first buddha became enlightened
due to his own “internal perfuming” (neixun), instead of through coming un-
der the influence of the teachings of a previous buddha. He used this term
neixun exclusively for discussing the enlightenment of the first buddha.

Subsequent masters of Chinese Tiantai and Japanese Tendai doctrine de-
veloped two interpretations of Zhanran’s theory. One camp believed the no-
tion of a first buddha to be factual and the other claimed it to be hypotheti-
cal. Many Song dynasty masters such as Zhili, Yuanqing, and Shanyue took
Zhanran’s theory at face value, while Japanese (predominately) Tendai masters
such as Genshin, Kakucho, and Shoshin proclaimed it hypothetical. They
raised two main objections to Zhanran’s theory. First, they questioned wheth-
er it is possible to seek for a beginning of Buddhism. Second, they argued
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that the postulation of “no teaching” precludes the cause for becoming a
buddha and that, without that cause, this explanation resembles heretical,
non-Buddhist teachings. Genshin questioned Zhili’s approach to this prob-
lem, and many Japanese Tendai masters agreed with Genshin’s interpreta-
tion.

120. The Tendai Learning Transmitted through Nichii (a.k.a. Taigei)

Mariko WATANABE

Many scholar monks of the Nichiren sect studied in dangisho (doctrinal
studies centers or workshops within the Buddhist temple establishment) of the Ten-
dai sect. Hence many of the documents copied at these centers of learning
have been preserved at temples of Nichiren sect affiliation, to the extent that
the learning conducted at Tendai dangisho can be gleaned from Nichiren
sect temple documents.

This paper concerns the monk Nichii (1444-1519) who first took the ton-
sure in the Tendai sect under the name Taigei, studying at dangisho at Hiei-
zan, Jobodaiin temple, Kanasana temple, and elsewhere. He later converted
to the Nichiren sect under the guidance of Nitcho, changing his name to
Nichii, and eventually became the twelfth generation abbot of Kuonji Tem-
ple, the main temple of the Nichiren sect.

While still affiliated with the Tendai sect and using the name Taigei,
Nichii was chosen to be the one monk initiated into the exclusive three stage
transmission at the dangisho conducted by Eigen, seventh generation abbot
of Kanasana Temple. Thus we can presume that he fully absorbed the learn-
ing conducted at Kanasana Temple, and, through studying the surviving
documents that he copied as Taigei, we can discern the outlines of the schol-
arship transmitted there during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Many
of these documents have been preserved at Kuonji Temple in the Minobu Ar-
chive, enabling scholars to identify the chronology, order, and content of ini-
tiation at Kanasana Temple. We can also see that the Lotus Sutra, documents
related to The Three Great Treatises of the Tendai School (Sandaibu), works
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