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(166) Abstracts

77. A Cyclical Model in Religious Practices of Vajrayana

Haruki SHIZUKA

In section One, firstly, the author uses the independent gancakra manuals
found in the Tibetan Tripitaka as research materials and investigates the ba-
sic relationship between gancakra and abhiseka. The initiation, giving en-
trance permission to the esoteric Buddhist World to applicants, is called the
abhiseka ritual. Like the ganacakra, abhiseka is a complex ritual composed
of many embedded rituals. Neither of these two rituals includes the other be-
cause abhiseka is the initiation ritual for disciples, or non-initiates, and ga-
nacakra is the assembly of the circle of initiates. Applicants offer ganacakra
to the elders by assuming the expenses of the ritual, giving the applicants
the accumulation of merits. The elders consider them to have been awarded
initiation. Secondly, the author considers the cases in which ganacakra ritual
was integrated into the sequence of mandalavidhis after the establishment of
the fourfold abhiseka system in Buddhist tantric circles. After the accumula-
tion of tantric merits, applicants are allowed to receive kalasa-abhiseka, the
first stage initiation. Then applicants offer ganacakra to their guru and el-
ders before advancing to guhya-abhiseka, or the second stage initiation. This
pattern continues until the applicants receive the catur-abhiseka, or the
fourth stage initiation. In this way, mandalavidhi is the largest tantric ritual
complex. The two cases investigated in this section were categorized as “ga-
nacakra as the way toward abhiseka.”

Section Two discusses the other side of gancakra, a ritual for initiates af-
ter receiving abhisekas. Firstly, applicants who have received abhiseka, and
now have full membership in esoteric Buddhist circles and become a vajra-
carya, donate the ganacakra to their guru and tantrist colleagues with grati-
tude. Secondly, tantrists who violate the tantric code (samaya) must hold the
ganacakra. These cases of offering ganacakra were categorized as “gana-
cakra for initiates after abhiseka.” In conclusion, the author summarizes the
above-mentioned analyses and proposes a cyclical model, in which receiving

abhiseka and donating ganacakra functioned as the motivations and goals
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respectively for progressive tantric practitioners.

78. A Reconsideration of Vijfiapti

Shintard KITANO

Prof. Hiromi Yoshimura says that vijapti in the Madhyantavibhaga (=
MV) 1.3 known through the preaching of the “four manifestations” is used
with a meaning different from that found in the Mahayanasamgraha, Vimsa-
tika, and Trimsika. This is due to the fact that vijiapti in MV 1.3 does not
convey a mediating subject or object of cognition. However, it is said that
alayavijiiana possesses cognition (= vijiapti) in both directions, inside and
outside, according to a passage which describes the “proof of the existence
of alayavijiiana” in the Viniscayasamgrahani of the Yogacarabhiimi. Taking
the ideological influence of the ViniScayasamgrahani into account, one may
suppose that the author of the MV 1.3 expressed “bhajana-vijiapti and asra-
ya-vijiiapti” which originally meant direct cognition of alayavijiana through
the contracted expressions of “artha and sattva”. In that case, asraya-vijiapti
would correspond to individual existence, while bhajana-vijiapti would cor-
respond to the surrounding world, meaning that between the two, the rela-
tion of the subject and object of cognition is confirmed. As a result of the
above-mentioned examination, in MV L3, “vijiapti extending over a subject

and object of cognition” is expressed through words different from vijiapti.

79. On the Mahamayatantra
Jisho OmI
The Mahamaydatantra (abbr. MMT) is classified by Bu-ston as a yoginitan-
tra. This tantra consists of three chapters and has two other titles, Parama-
guhya and Mahaguhya. Ratnakarasanti (ca. 10c.-1lc.) wrote a commentary on
this tantra, entitled Gunavati. According to his commentary, the fact that

the opening word is “atha” indicates that this tantra is a kind of akhyatatan-

tra or uttaratantra (explanatory or supplementary tantra). In the present paper, |
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