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etc. mention the Six Paramitas as the practice of the Three Learnings.

In addition, many Buddhist scriptures describe obstacles to practicing the
Three Learnings and stages and results attained through the practice the
Three Learnings slightly differently.

Because they established the methods of practicing the Three Learnings,
obstacles to the practice, stages, etc. differently according to the age of com-
position of the texts and the sect to which they belong, opinions suggested in
these scriptures are various.

76. An Investigation into the Formation Theory of Ksanti in Nirvedha-bhagi-
ya
Jou-han CHOU

The Abhidharmika Ghosaka, while highlighting the distinction between
those who have attained the “peak state” (miurdhan-labhin) and those who
abide in the peak (mirdhan-viharin) coined the term “forbearance” (ksanti) for
the “peak state” (mirdhan) connected with non-retrogression. Therefore it
becomes the first instance in which the ksanti of the virtuous root of non-
retrogression is established for the first time.

Persons with middling capacity and the sage can benefit from “not falling
to undesirable transmigrations (anapayaga)”; however, the mediocre person
acquires the way of not falling to undesirable transmigration (aparihana-dhar-
ma) by attaining the forbearance virtuous root (ksanti-kusalamiila) whereas the
sage acquires the same aparihana-dharma through attaining forbearance and
the wisdom of the law of suffering (duhkhadharma-jiana-ksanti).

Regarding the “peak” of bodhisattva-dharma, it can be explained in the
three terms: “peak”, “the seat of bodhisattva” (bodhisatttvaniyama), and “rest-
ing the mind in no generation and no annihilation” (anutpattika-dharma-ksan-
ti). The relation between the first two is that of “the precursor and succes-
sor” while the latter two are one and the same. Those who have attained the
“peak state” may backslide whereas those who abide in the “peak” will nev-
er fall back.
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