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(156) Abstracts

‘to explain about a thing in terms of its own essence’ rather than ‘naturalism’
as held by Carvakas. It is to be noted that in the given context the word ‘sv-
abhavavada really means ‘to answer the question raised by an opponent, in
terms of the essence of a thing, in a debate’ (vastusvabhavair uttaram vacyam).

In NVTP a Buddhist opponent explains the absence of a pot (ghatabhava),
which is an unreal entity for him, resorting to this ‘svabhavavada’. In VC,
however, Jiianasrimitra says that one can resort to the ‘svabhavavada’ only
with reference to a real entity. In PVA, in addition, Prajiiakaragupta says
with irony that when a proponent is hard-pressed for an answer to the ques-
tion raised by an opponent, the proponent should rely on the ‘svabhavavada’,
which gives him victory. _

Thus it is clear that Udayana quotes the verse of PVA together with the
passage of VC with the intention of refuting the Buddhist view of an unreal
entity, with irony and sarcasm.

62. The Development of the Meaning of the Word “bodhisattva”: From “the
one who has bodhi as his essence” (sattva) to “a sentient being (sattva)
seeking for bodhi”

Sadahiko KARIYA

Jataka texts say that Sakyamuni Buddha accumulated a good amount of
merit through his acts such as making offerings as a layman in his previous
life. And it is understood that as a reward, he became a buddha in this life.
But under the theory of reincarnation, a layman who accumulates merits, in
general, would be born as a man or a deity in his next life, and he could not
become a buddha liberated from reincarnation. To solve this problem, monks
(bhiksus) thought that the Buddha had bodhi as his essence (sarrva), namely,
he was a “bodhisattva.” Therefore we should say that the original meaning
of “bodhisattva’was “the one who has bodhi as his essence (sattva).”

Later, some monks who were worried about the trends of the age that the
“True Doctrine (saddharma) is dying out” insisted that the purpose of Bud-

dhism was not to become an arhat but to become a buddha, and they pro-
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ceeded towards Awakening (bodhau sampratisthati). Then they called them-
selves “sentient beings (sattva) who seek for bodhi” i.e., bodhisattva, and
with this consciousness they entered into the way of practice of monks. And
this is the beginning of Mahayana Buddhism.

63. A Consideration of the “Concentration Compared to a Vajra” (Vajropama-
samadhi)

Shogo WATANABE

In the Vedic religion, the word vajra originally referred to natural phe-
nomena, that is, lightning or thunderbolts, and it was considered to be a
weapon of the god Indra. Later, when it was incorporated into Buddhism, its
destructive power took the concrete form of a pestle and was internalized as
the “destruction of worldly desires.” In Abhidharma Buddhism, the destruc-
tive power of the vajra was likened to the power of samadhi and called the
“concentration compared to a vajra” (vajropamasamadhi €RISE), and was
defined as the concentration of an instant experienced immediately before
the ultimate stage of deliverance. In other words, this concentration destroys
the worldly desires that need to be severed in the stage of intellectual prac-
tice (darsana-marga R3&) and spiritual practice (bhavana-marga 1), and it
is the final concentration on the path leading to deliverance. In the theory of
practice in the Mahayana, this concentration is reconstructed as the practice
of the bodhisattva (bodhisattvacarya). When one analyzes its development on
the basis of the Prajiaparamita Sitras, in which it was systematized for the
first time in the Mahayana, it becomes clear that its structure is such that
when a bodhisattva confirmed as having reached the stage of bodhisattva
(bodhisattva-nyama) enters into the vajropamasamadhi, the “intelligence of a
single instant” (ekallalksana-samayukta prajiia-) arises in his concentration,
followed by the “intelligence of all-knowing” (sarvakarajaata) through that
intelligence.
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