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In the Taiseki-ji school of Nichiren Buddhism, it is claimed that the most
profound and important teachings of Nichiren have been passed exclusively
from one high priest to another, through a process of “transmission of the
heritage of the Law to only one person” (yuiju ichinin kechimyaku sojo). The
purpose of this paper is not to ascertain whether this claim is true or not, but
to point out that the core content of this so-called secret transmission of
teachings appears to have already been disclosed by the school’s 26th high
priest, Nichikan. In this paper, I will clarify the validity of my hypothesis by
reexamining Nichikan’s writings from the viewpoint of disclosure of the
transmission teachings of the Taiseki-ji school.

45, Daisetz Suzuki and Meister Eckhart: An approximation of common pre-
cepts concerning Buddhism and Christianity

Shinji WADA

Over the past several centuries, remarkable progress has been accom-
plished in many fields of our world via scientific thinking and analysis. Yet,
despite all the technical apparatus of our sciences, we still cannot fathom the
many mysteries of life.

The idea of this treatise aims to demonstrate a common thread of thought
running between the Buddhist scholar Daisetz Suzuki and the Christian
mystic Meister Eckhart. Through our studies of these two religious giants a

globalistic view will emerge.

46. Kiyozawa Manshi’s Understanding of the Sangha

Hidetsugu TAKAYAMA

How did the Meiji Buddhist Kiyozawa Manshi consider the Shinshu Otani
school to which he belonged? Further, what was Kiyozawa’s ideal sangha? |
would like to address these questions in this paper. In order to follow a re-
quest from the Otani school, Kiyozawa, who had studied in Tokyo, returned
to Kyoto. It is easy to imagine that the Sangha that Kiyozawa had pictured in
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his mind and the actual situation he faced in Kyoto were vastly different. In
fact, after returning to Kyoto, Kiyozawa gravely pondered over how the
Otani school could be reformed. This plan did not go smoothly, however,
and the despondent Kiyozawa, along with comrades, began a reform move-
ment. Although this movement would fail, through this failure the Otani
school gradually shifted to a scholarly denomination. Through examining
Kiyozawa’s life and his relationship with the Otani school, it is obvious that
he held that restructuring of the sangha could be done through the restruc-
turing of doctrine. Hence, Kiyozawa’s understanding of the sangha can be
seen through his own existence as an individual living daily life in the Meiji
period, and also in his attempt at modernizing and personifying Shinshu

doctrine.

47. Kiyozawa Manshi’s View of Reason

Akinori TAMURA

On Kiyozawa Manshi’s view of reason, there is a famous statement in his
first book, Shitkyo tetsugaku gaikotsu. In its English translation, The Skele-
ton of A Philosophy of Religion, the passage runs as follows:

If there are two propositions, the one of reason and the other of faith, we should

rather take the former instead of the latter.

Based on this statement, it has been suggested that in his early period Kiyo-
zawa considered reason more important than faith. However, we should also
note the following statement in the same book.

But remember that the nature of reason is incompleteness, i.e, reason can never be

complete in its range or series of propositions, one proposition linking to or de-

pending on the other ad infinitum, so that if any one relies on reason alone, he
might never be able to attain the solid resting place of religious belief.
From this, we can understand that Kiyozawa was aware of the problem of
reason. Therefore, when we consider Kiyozawa Manshi’s view of reason, we
must take into account both his appreciation and criticism of reason.
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