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(144) Abstracts

It is said that “The Answer to the Kamakura Second Degree Zen
Nun”(hereafter (1)) and “The Answer to Tsunoto no Saburo Entering the
Way” (on September 18) (hereafter (2)) were written by Honen-bo Genki. Be-
cause there are some similar sentences in them, it seems that one preceded
the other.

The purpose of this paper is to examine which one was written first. I
conclude that (2) was written first, then (1) was written relying on (2) by a
later and different writer.

Having compared the contents of two letters, I have found that some sen-
tences in (1) are out of context with (2). I have also found that some of the
first half of each sentence are extremely similar, while the corresponding
second halves are completely different. Therefore, I suppose that these two
letters were written by different writers.

37. Zonkaku and the Hoonki
Kyoko TATSUGUCHI

Zonkaku (1290-1373) was the fourth generation descendant of Shinran, the
founder of the Jodoshin school of Japanese Buddhism. He traveled through-
out Japan with his father Kakunyo, and wrote many books to spread Shin-
ran’s doctrine.

This paper will analyze his reason for writing the Hoonki. Zonkaku be-
lieved that filial piety in Buddhism is better than filial piety in Confucian-
ism. In Confucianism filial piety brings happiness in this life, but in Bud-
dhism filial piety brings happiness in both this life and the life to come.
Nembutsu is the best expression of filial piety.

38. The Change of Time in Shinran’s Thought: from the moment of death to
the present life
Mikio TAKEDA

In my paper I wish to discuss Shinran’s idea of the change of time. Shinran
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states:

The person who lives true shinjin, however, abides in the stage of the truly settled,

for he has already been grasped, never to be abandoned. There is no need to wait

in anticipation for the moment of death, no need to rely on Amida’s coming. At the
time shinjin becomes settled, birth too becomes settled (Lerters of Shinran, Hon-

gwanji International Center, 1978: 20)

Shinran emphasizes that there is no need to rely on Amida’s coming at the
moment of death. In this passage we can find that Shinran made clear the
truth of salvation in the present life. This change of salvation’s time — from
the moment of death to the present life — is Shinran’s idea of the change of

time.

39. The Criticism of Faith in the Chapter on the Transformed Buddha—Bodi-
es and Lands: With reference to the Chapter of Non—Meditative Practice in
the Commentary on the Contemplation Sutra

Eshin ITO

This essay intends to discuss the subject of the criticism of faith through
Shan-tao’s treatment in the “Chapter of Non-meditative Practice” which
Shinran quoted in the “Chapter of the Transformed Buddha-Bodies and
Lands” of the Kyogyoshinsho. Hereby, I want to investigate the characteristic
or the difference of faith of all creatures that Shinran clarified in the “Chap-
ter of the Transformed Buddha-Bodies and Lands.”

40. On Compassion in the Fourth Passage of the Tannisho

Toshiaki MIHARU

The Japanese phrase, Kono jihi shijinashi in the fourth passage of the
Tannisho, has been understood to mean that our compassion is not through-
going. But in my opinion it means that it is endless. Tannisho collects Shin-
ran’s sayings. By reading this book, we understand that Shinran is a man of
compassion.
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