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no-soku-bodai-gi, he used Kiikai’s classification from The Ten Stages of the
Development of Mind (Jajiishinron) to analyze and rank bonné-soku-bodai in
ten stages. He insisted that each stage be considered carefully and that bon-
né-soku-bodai be accurately understood according to the Shingon School’s
teachings. Yukai’s fundamental interpretation of bonndo-soku-bodai was
based on Kiikai’s philosophy and then further developed.

35. Honen’s View of Human Beings: A description of the “Notion of Three-
fold Mind”

Sadataka ICHIK AWA

The “Notion of Threefold Mind” is a sermon in the Daigobon Haonen Sho-
nin Denki. But this sermon has many problems, and there is the debate
whether it is Honen’s own sermon or not. Here I propose a new position.

The “Notion of Threefold Mind” has 27 articles. But some articles contra-
dict each other. The first article has been expressed from the position that
the Threefold Mind is given from Amida Buddha. However, the third has
been expressed from the position that the Threefold mind is the mind which
sentient beings should possess.

In the “Ryaku-senchaku” (summary) of the Senchakushu, Honen has taught
that sentient beings have the ability for the desire to escape from the cycle of
birth-and-death. So the first article seems not to be Honen’s thought.

Also the fourth and fourteenth articles are described from a different idea.
The fourth’s thought differs from Honen’s view of a human being.

From such a viewpoint I suggest that the “Notion of the Threefold
Mind”is not a sermon by Honen, but that it was compiled from memoran-
dums (of Genchi, Honen’s disciple), either of Honen’s sermon or of ideas other

than Honen’s.

36. “The Answer to the Kamakura Second Degree Zen Nun” and “The An-
swer to Tsunoto no Saburo Entering the Way” (on September 18)

Haruki KADONO
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