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The vyudha/avytudha/samtuidha Dagaratra

Akiko MURAKAWA

1. vy-uth and sam-ith are used in Vedic texts as a set of words with opposite meanings. The
Adhvaryu priest ‘pushes apart’ (vy-iih) and ‘pushes together’ (sam-ith) the purodasa cake
(TS 2.3.13.3; MS 2.2.5:19,1-6; 2.3.1:273f.; 8f.; 12f; KS 12.1: 162,21f.; 163,3f.; 8f.; BaudhSS
13.34; ApSS 19.25.4f.; ManSS 5.1.9.34f.) or gold(ApSS 5.19.2). Prajapati ‘pushes apart” his
own limbs by performing the Dvadasaha whose meters are ‘pushed apart’ (vyiidhachandas-),
while the gods ‘push together’ his limbs by making him perform the Dvadasaha whose
meters are ‘pusﬁed together' (sdmﬁdhachandas'-) (JB 3.339). As Vedic ritual terms, another
set of words, vyiidha- and avyiidha-, is also used, besides vyiidha- and sqmﬁdha-, for the two
types of the Dasaratra, which is the common part of the Dvadasaha and the Gavamayana,
and sometimes for other rituals. The choice between these terms differs among Vedic texts.
The PB, the MS, the KS, and the KpS have only vyﬁdha- (orvy-ith).” The KausB, the SB,
the A$vSS, the SSS, the JSS(Kalpa), the LSS, the DSS and the Arseya-Kalpa use vyiidha-
and samiidha-.® The AB, the ApSS, and the KatySS use vyiidha- and avyiidha- .° The JB,
the HirSS and the VarSS have all the three terms.”
2. In the vyiidha Dasaratra, what is ‘pushed apart’ (vyiidha-) is not only the verses of the
stotras chanted by the Samavedins and the verses of the sastras recited by the Rgvedins,
but also the grahas taken by the Yajurvedins.” The ‘pushing apart’ of the grakhas, however,
is said to be performed following the ‘pushing apart’ of the meters of the stotras and the
sastras (chandasam eva vyiham anuvyithaty KS 30.2:183,10 = KpsS 45.5: 328,19).°

As to the stotras and sastras, we know the following shifts of the meters in the vyiidha

Dasaratra from its general descriptions given by the Brahmana texts : ”

The meters of the stotrad and Sastrad in the vyiidha Dasaratra

the morning service | the midday service | the third service
the Ist tryaha (Ist-3rd day) gayatri tristubh Jjagati
the 2nd tryaha (4th-6th day) Jagati gayatri tristubh
the 3rd tryaha (7th-9th day) - tristubh Jjagati gayatri
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By examining the meters of all the verses used in the stotras® and the Sastras,” we can
assemble more concrete facts concerning the metrical shifts in the vyiidha Dasaratra. The
facts can be summarized thus: not all but only some particular verses in the three Soma-
pressing services alternate their meters between gayatri, tristubh and jagati every set of
three days in the vyiidha Dadaratra. As to the stofras, in the morning service, the meters
of only the first three verses of both the bahispavamana-stotra and the djya-stotras change
from gayatri to jagati after the first three days and from jagati to tristubh after the next three
days. In the midday service, the meters of only the last three verses of the madhyandina-
pavamana-stotra change as shown in the above chart. And in the third service, the meters
of only the last three verses of the arbhava-pavamana-stotra change as shown in the above
chart. Though not as clearly as the stotras, the sastras have almost the same metrical shifts
in the first verses of the morning service, and in the last verses of the midday and the third
services. The grahas in the vyiidha Da$aratra are changed in a different way. The change
is concerned with only the first graha of each day. Three different grahas come as the first
graha of the day in a set of three days, and the order of these three grahas changes every

set of three days as follows :

the first graha in the vyiidha Dasaratra
the Ist day : Aindravayava | the 2nd day : Sukra the 3rd day : Agrayana
the 4th day : Agrayana the 5th day : Aindravayava the 6th day : Sukra
the 7th day : Sukra the 8th day : Agrayana the 9th day : Aindravayava

3. Asto the samiidha Dasaratra, neither the stotras, listed in the JB, the JSS (Kalpa) and
the Arseya-Kalpa,'® nor the sastras, of which only the verses different from those of the
vyiidha type are supplied in the KausB, the AvSS and the SSS,'" have any special arrage-
ment of the meters. The grahas in the samiidha Dasaratra, according to the HirSS and the
VarSS, " repeat the same pattern of the first three days for the two others. Concerning the
avyiidha Dasaratra, only ApSS 21.14.1-4 gives a detailed explanation, which'is exactly the
same as the explanation of the samiidha Dasaratra given by the HirSS.

4. As vedic ritual terms, the words samiidha- and avyiidha- refer to the same Dasaratra,
and unlike the vyiidha Dasaratra, this type of Dasaratra does not show such a special
arrangement as could be supposed on the basis of the preverb sam. Probably, the word
vyiidha- was used for the special type of Dasaratra which shifts not only the meters of the
stotra and Sastra verses but also the grahas. The unchanged type was naturally called

avyiidha-. In some texts, the word samiidha- was substituted for avyiidha- following the
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common use of pairing the preverbs vi and sam, and in particular the use of vy-ith and sam-

ith as a set of words with opposite meanings. "
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