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Like any traveling man, he had to my mind a kind of intrepid valor that
withstood the inevitable putdowns, the scoreless attempts to sell. In a sense, these
men lived like artists, like actors whose product is first of all themselves, forever
imagining triumphs in a world that either ignores them or denies their presence
altogether. But just often enough to keep the game going one of them makes it

)
and swings to the moon on a thread of dreams unwinding out of himself.
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For a play to do that it had to reach precisely those who accepted everything as it
was ; great drama is great questions or it is nothing but technique. I could not
imagine a theatre worth my time that did not want to change the world, any more
than a creative scientist could wish to prove the validity of everything that is

(8)
already known.
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...and I wanted to set before the new captains and the so smugly confident kings
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the corpse of a believer.
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“Biff is trying to do something very similar—tear Willy away from his ideology to
face himself and you in detail, as a real individual who is at a certain time in his
life. You can use the same Cultural Revolution frustration, that feeling of anger

]
and the violence in you, in this role. The same thwarted love”
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Hot, TRICHERDYLD, WEXEICHS I, AMEKHT 20U ETHREEL L%
FioktlE%:, B —RICHEH U, ) v FOBREEKE, BEciiflshcmike LTk
B/,

fTe—nz=v] OF + 2 b—FED, 72 ) AT 3BLERLEAAEEREV, 3
57— ROBOHLHWBEERICOVWTIEL, HOLEVEY, FIZOBLBITIS &
Ltco THLION Y HEHRL oG8, E7MERL TP h - fail%, E5FAL 20
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“Biff sees the West in a way Americans have traditionally seen it, as both an
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escaspe from the mean city and the commercial civilization and as a place of great
opportunity. It is our romantic arena where you have to prove yourself as a man

]
rather than where you dominate by controlling pieces of paper...”
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BE-OBORNERFEL, E7ENy E-bZARKBICE TN TREES2HO T, K
DABRTWE, —F4, 1980 FEROMERRIINE T - 728 LWAETRERR — 8B
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At the same time I am aware that here, too, Things are climbing into the saddle to
ride Mankind, and it worries people, as it always must in every New Jerusalem

2}
emerging from its state of siege.

foE & ORI, Y5 —KFEFiZARE (Datong) » >EMOAR (The famous grottoes
an hour’s drive from Datong) %*&fji Zi&o St s -—RBoXKRAOBIEAERET 211
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(‘a tidal flow of faces day after day, a surging toward one and away like pebbles rolled

forward and back by waves of the sea’) 3% %, T O T, #AidEH 3 Mathew Arnold
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@ “Dover Beach” & T.S. Eliot ® “The Waste Land” 2BV Hid, T2 _A0HIKHC
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Impossible to forget, ever, that their number stretches from these streets into the
vastness—one billion of them out there, each keeping his secrets, each seeking
something better now. Yet they are not unruly in their multitudes—if one didn't
know better, it would seem a city of philosophers, such is the repose in so many

@
faces and the quiet gleam of an inexhaustible intelligence.
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LOoBVISHEHEED =2 —3 -7 DA —RA 4 A FOTEIOZ EE2EbESE, TXUAT
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KETIT—BBO, LELPBTHESMNA—F v v 72 LWL b OB &2
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Thus we dispense with culture, hammer away at the opacity of our languages,
strive to penetrate rather than justify ourselves or defend the long past. Indeed,
our whole objective has been to unearth our common images and analogous—if

@)
superficially different—histories.
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So I will try to console myself with our having met and together created a kind of
house, and a family, and a struggle to live, on the plain of imagination where

indeed it is possible to share everything we have come to be.
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(4) Harold Bloom @ Willy Loman & 7 = 3 = XLA#E
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Loman’s pathos is noble, precisely because Loman dies the death of a father than
the death of a salesman. It is not the dream of success, or of popularity, that

an
destroys Loman, but the dream of a more perfect family love.
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Just as Woman was unacknowledged creator-sustainer of life in the Green World
and determiner of value in the Business World, in the Home, Woman, through
Linda as submerged element, is the measure of human dignity and the accountant

)
of worth.
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Thus the audience and readers are left with a choice between Happy and Linda, as
Willy had had a choice between Ben and Linda. We can continue to side with the
immature masculine mythos in degrading and ignoring Woman while making her
the scapegoat for failures in American male-dominated society, or we can free
Woman to rise from her oppression by choosing with her the appreciation of love
and compassion, the recognition of the values of human dignity, and the

0
worthwhile contributions of men and women.
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