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Synopsis

Hemingway’s “Soldier’s Home” mainly describes one day in the life of Harold Krebs, who
had come back to his home a month earlier in the summer “years after the war was over.” When
he came back home, most of the young girls in his home town had their hair cut short. Hence,
even though eight critics insist “years” in fact means “months,” Krebs probably came home in
the summer of 1921 because 7/he NY Times included an article “Vogue of Bobbed Hair” on June
27,1920. And as he returned to the United States with the Second Division in the summer of 1919,
he presumably did not come home for about two years even after returning to his native country.

There is no clear explanation for why he did not come home for about two years, but we can
surmise that he was suffering from war neurosis during that time for the following four reasons.
Firstly, symptoms of war neurosis appeared in his behavior at home, which is epitomized in his
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losing his faith in God; secondly, he still remained a corporal when he was discharged from the
Marines; thirdly, the picture taken on the Rhine showed that he and another corporal looked too
big for their uniforms, which reveals that they grew fat in the course of medical care behind the
front; and finally there is no mention of him being physically injured. At that time a soldier
suffering from war neurosis was likely to be considered as an inferior human being or a malinger
or a coward. Therefore, he, taking pride in leaving college to enlist in the valiant Marines, tried
to avoid betraying noticeable symptoms of his war neurosis to the people of his town, and he
waited for two more years until he had fairly recovered.

Although he recovered considerably from the neurosis, he still had neither his faith in God nor
had any sense of a happy future, and he “[didn’t] love anybody.” The aftereffects drove him into
troubles at home, because his family was dominated by the pious and affectionate mother who
didn’t try to fathom her son’s anguish. She single-mindedly wished her son to settle down, and
she could not tolerate her son who professed his impiety and his lack of affection for her.
Inevitably this caused painful disputes between mother and son; hence some critics, taking
account of Hemingway’s own troubles between him and his mother, believe that the story mainly
relates the mother and son disputes. However, Krebs’ troubles originate in the aftereffects of his
neurosis, which restricted his ability to love and made him lose his faith and his prospects for the
future. Namely, the story narrates the sufferings of a returned soldier who did not come home
for two years even after returning to his homeland and who did not behave properly at home and
finally could do nothing but leave home.
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