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brine a sharer in the free and boundless vitality of our lover,
the see. We have won health and vigour although the sea has
only sung its mysterious choral song, the waves have clapped
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their hands around us, nor has ocean once straitened his lips to
utter a little maxim or a moral sentence. And with such writers

we may be trustful and generous, and put aside the petty
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“ There are many great works of literature and art from which
we learn little or nothing, at least consciously or in set term or
phrase; but we go to them as a swimmer goes to the sea. We
enjoy bodily and breast the waves, and laugh and are glad, and

come forth renewed and satulated with the breeze and the

ERKE XiEREK &1 01R (1101 <&hm)

spiritual prudence which it is well that we should make use of
when we go to one who is chiefly a teacher. Such an oceanic
writer as Shakespeare or Goethe may contain within his
vastness some things that belong to the rankness and garbage
of the earth ; but so antiseptic is his large and free vitality,
played upon by the sun and breeze, so wholesome is his
invigorating saltness that we may desh fearlessly across the
breakers, and quit his sands and shallows for a gleeful adven-

ture in the deep.”
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