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A Consideration of Soshun Hotan’s Year of Birth and Birthplace
Fang WancG

The Japanese monk Soshun Hotan(ff 78 JEliE) of the Edo Period wrote a large number
of Buddhist works covering Kegon, Tendai, Shingon, Zen etc. He was renowned at the time.
However, regarding his year of birth and birthplace there are three kinds of records respec-
tively.

The paper attempts to clarify Hotan’s year of birth and the birthplace through analyzing
the five oldest historical records concerning his biography, of which the three are newly found
by the author. It is revealed that the records of Hotan’s year of birth and the birthplace in Dai
Nihon Kegon Shunjyt KX H A#ERZ A FK written by his disciple Kakushi(% ), is one of the
most trustworthy sources after a reliability consideration on it. That is to say, Hotan was born
in 1659 at a village named Naniwa(#£%).
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