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It (i.e., Culture) refers to all the accepted and patterned ways of behavior of a
given people. It is a body of common understandings. It is the sum total and
the organization or arrangement of all the group’s ways of thinking, feeling,
and acting. It also includes the physical manifestations of the group as exhib-

ited in the objects they make — the clothing, shelter, tools, weapons, imple-
ments, utensils, and so on.
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Our culture is our routine of sleeping, bathing, dressing, eating, and getting to
work. It is our household chores and the actions we perform on the job;the
way we buy goods and services, write and mail a letter, take a taxi or board
a bus, make a telephone call, go to a movie, or attend church. It is the way we
greet friends or address a stranger, the admonitions we give our children and
the way they respond, what we consider good and bad manners, and even to a
large extent what we consider right and wrong.
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Understanding the ways of other peoples is important also because such under-
standing increases our own self-knowledge and objectivity. We grow up with
the assumption that our own way of doing things is the right way, if not the
only way. Yet we are aware of many problems for which we do not know the
solutions. A knowledge of the variety of ways in which other peoples have met
similar problems gives us new perspectives and new clues to human behavior.
“He knows not England who only England knows” applies equally to any soci-
ety.
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