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Tolkien's Attempt at a Sequel to The Battle of Maldon
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"Hige sceal pe heardra, heorte be cenre,
mod sceal pe mare, pe ure megen lytad. ...
Ic eom frod feores;  fram ic ne wille,

ac ic me be healfe minum hlaforde,

be swaleofan men, licgan pence.”*

“Courage shall grow keener, clearer the will,

the heart fiercer, as our force faileth. ...

Though I am white with winters I will not away,

for I think to lodge me alongside my dear one,

lay me down by my lord's right hand."" (BR{IEFER)
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From the world has passed
a prince peerless in peace and war,
just in judgement, generous-handed
as the golden lords of long ago.
He has gone to God glory seeking,
Beorhtnoth beloved.”
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He is marred cruelly,
Few tokens else shall we find on him;
they've left us little of the Lord we knew. ™
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Heart shall be bolder, harder be purpose,
more proud the spirit as our power lessens !
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Sadly they sing, the monks of Elyisle !
Row men, row ! Let us listen here a while ! ¥
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Bitter taste has iron, and the bite of swords

is cruel and cold, when you come to it. ®
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our lord was at fault,
or so in Maldon this morning men were saying.
Too proud, too princely ! ...
He let them cross the causeway, so keen was he
to give minstrels matter for mighty songs.
Needlessly noble.?
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