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Islam as a Contemporary Religion

The Umma as a Universal Community and
Mosque-based Regional Communities

KosuaGI Yasushi

Islam is often described as the most rapidly expanding world religion.
However, its vitality had been observed only after the manifestations of
the Islamic revival in the 1970’s. In the earlier decades, reporting the
declining roles of Islam in social and political arenas, under the process of
secularization, was more common than not, until the advent of the Islamic
revival, which has been reinstituting “the religious bond” among its adher-
ents.

One of the main characteristics of Islam is that it provides not only spiri-
tual and ethical teachings for its adherents but also practical norms in
their daily life as the sanctions of the SharT‘a, the revelation-based law. This
law is considered as the law of the Umma, or the universal and single
Islamic community, therefore transcending national borders. Many Muslim
countries in the post-colonial era disregarded the Islamic law, following the
legal system of modern nation-states based on the separation of the state
and the church. The Islamic legal sanctions, however, have survived in
Muslims’ daily life in their religious rituals, family relations, festivities, and
the like. They were strengthened by the Islamic revival, and in their turn,
strengthened the human bonds based on religion in their society.

Religion in the case of Islam is manifested not so much as an individual
creed, but more as practices of brotherhood and community of the faithful.
The mosques function as the center of the community and as a theater of
such practices. Return to Islam first brings movements to build mosques,
then the mosques become a basis for welfare for the poor, often with a
medical clinic attached to serve the unprivileged needy. In Muslim coun-
tries as well as in Muslim communities in Western countries, Islamic
revival is mostly accompanied by (1) Qur’anic and Islamic education, (2)
building mosques and encouraging prayers, (3) welfare and benevolence
activities, (4) an increase of pilgrims to al-Hajj, and (5) establishment of
Islamic banks.
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