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Religious Newcomers in Local Japanese Society

Relations Between Newly Imported Religions and Host Communities
MIKI Hizuru

In Japan, the number of foreign residents is increasing. At the same time,
newly imported religions such as Brazilian evangelicalism and Islam, which
are unknown to most Japanese, have established themselves in various
regions. Now, they manage isolated religious communities whose members
are almost totally limited to Nikkeijin and Muslims. However, in spite of
their isolated situation, the religious communities are trying to approach
local Japanese society, such as by supporting the Japanese as well as the
foreign poor, and praying to God for the salvation of the economically
depressed Japan. Most Japanese do not know about and are indifferent to
this activity. Insofar as Japan is engaged in considering the issue of symbi-
osis between Japanese and immigrants, it seems to be necessary for
Japanese to recognize the messages the religious newcomers are proclaim-
ing. In light of the situation that there is an increasing number of religious
newcomers in Japan, the construction of a co-operative relationship
between them and local communities is worthy of investigation.
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