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The Task of Religious Movements
in an Era of Loosening Bonds

How Open is “Religion” to People’s “Sufferings”?
WATANABE Jun’ichi

The weakening of bonds between people in modern Japanese society has
made it difficult to recognize various problems in local societies and to sup-
port people suffering from these problems. In this era which is filled with
such “difficulties” and in which human bonds to sustain lives have weak-
ened, religious workers should make connections with the “suffereings” of
contemporary people and alter religious facilities into strongholds for
changing local society. In the organized institutions of religion, original
experiences are embedded as the devices of “collective memory” that could
help to transcend the modern framework of community. Various attempts
of religious workers engaging in social support are not just arbitrary “con-
tributions to society” from the side of “religion,” but also can be a moment
of awakening for religious workers themselves. This experience can urge
them to re-inquire concerning the bond of “religion” itself, from the stand-
point of “sufferings,” and reinvigorate the memory of original cooperation,
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