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3rd rDo Grubchen Rinpoche's Pure 

Land Thought (‡U)

Ryoshun KAJIHAMA

Introduction

Last year, I published two theses1) on the biography of 3rd rDo 

Grubchen Rin-poche (1865-1926) who was a prominent scholar and a pra-

ctitioner from the Nyingma sect of Tibetan Buddhism. He explained 

about the Pure Land thought in a book entitled "A Talk on the Land of 

Bliss (Sukhavati) . 2) " The first chapter of this is about "Generating aspi-

ration to be born in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati)" and I have also writ-

ten two theses on this chapter last year. 

In this paper, I would like to discuss the second chapter.

‡T. The explanation of the second chapter. 3) 

(Closing the door to discouragement about being born in the Land of 

Bliss (Sukhavati)).

rDo Grubchen Rinpoche writes in the beginning of this chapter (P318.5)

If somebody possess the doubt that those who are born in the lower realms, it 

is impossible to attain a birth in the Buddha Land which has a colossal purpose.

This means, some people doubt and advocate that those who are in 

the lower realms can't be born in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati). This is 

the main theme in this chapter. To remove such doubts, rDo Grubchen 

Rinpoche explains ' step by step. to those who live in the impure land 

that they can surely be born in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati). So, I will 

explain them one by one.
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First, rDo Grubchen Rinpoche explains the excellent attributes of the 

Land of Bliss (Sukhavati) and the defects of the impure lands. So, those 

who live in the impure land can not take birth in the Land of Bliss 

(Sukhavati) by themselves. But Amitabha Buddha has prayed for all 

sentient beings to be born in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati). Thus, by 

the power of Amitabha Buddha's prayer, all beings in the impure land 

can be born in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati). This is authenticated by 

quoting from many sutras. It is logically established and proved by 

many scholars.

Moreover, rDo Grubchen Rinpoche proves it in this way (p. 319. 5-6)

It has been said in "The Larger Sukhavativyuha Sutra4)" and "Arya Karuna 

pundarika Sutra5)", that except abandoning dharma and committing boundless 

actions, one can after having heard the name of Tathagata Amitabha and by 

dedicating the root of virtue for the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati), one can be 

born in that Land.

So, these two sutras explain that whoever has not abandoned dharma, 

not engaged in boundless actions and dedicated the root of virtue to be

born in the Land of bliss (Sukhavati), will definitely be born in the 

Land of Bliss (Sukhavati).

To prove who will be able to take birth in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati), 

rDo Grubchen Rinpoche has extracted some lines from the sutras and 

sastras. Here, I will reveal from which text these lines have been taken 

and where in they appear in the Tibetan Tripitaka, Peking edition.

(1) Arya tathagata jnana mudra samadhi sutra vol. 32. page 67.2.7 

(2) Arya avaivarta cakra nama sutra vol. 36. page 126.4.3 

(3) Arya mahaparinama raja samantraka vol. 9. page 77.3.2 

(4) Buddhavatamsaka nama mahavaipulya a sutra (Samantabhadra) vol. 26. 

page 320. 1. 7 

(5) Mahayanottaratantra sastra vol. 108. page 32. 1. 1
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(6) Desana stava vol. 46. page 98. 5. 2

Moreover, rDo Grubchen Rinoche said (p. 324.6•`325.2)

(1) hphags pa tin hdsin rgyal po dan/(2) za ma tog bkod pa dan/(3) sman mdo 

brgyad brgya pa dan/(4) de bshin gsegs pa thams cad kyi thugs rje chen pohi 

byin rlabs kyis sems can la gzigs sin kun to ston pa dan/(5) gtsug for gdugs 

dkar dan/(6) rnam rgyal mahi rtog pa dan/(7) tshe dan ye ses dpag to med pahi 

gzuns mdo Bogs mdo sde dan rtog pa man por bde ba can du skye bahi phan 

yon gsuns pa dan/(8) lhag bsam bskul bar sems bskyed pa rnam pa bcus shin 

der skye ba sgrub tshul dan/ 

(For the sake of clarity, I have numbered from (1) to (8) and underlined).

The underlined words explain that (1) to (7) etc. show many sutras 

and kalpas that explain about the prospects of taking birth in the Land 

of Bliss (Sukhavati). (8). This "Arya adhyasaya samcodana sutra" explains 

the method to be born in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati) which included 

ten ways of generating mind.

The name of those sutras (1) to (7) about how one can be born in the 

Land of Bliss (Sukhavati), according to the Tibetan Tripitaka, Peking 

edition as:

(1) Arya samadhiraja sutra vol. 31. page 276.3.3. and page 300.5.2 

(2) Arya karandavyuha sutra vol. 30. page 95.5.3 and page 96.3.6 

(3) Arya sapta tathagata purva pranidhana visesa vistara nama sutras' 

vol.. 6. page 131. 5. 1 

(4) Arya sarvatathagata adhisthana sattvalokena buddhaksetra nirdesa 

vyuha sutra vol. 27. page 273.4.2 and page 274.3.8 

(5) Arya sarvatathagatosnisasitatapatra nama aparajitapratyamgira ma-

havidyarajni vol 7. page 176.2.6 

(6) Sarvatathagatosnisa vijaya nama dharani kalpa sahita vol. 7. page 

166. 5.2 

(7) Arya aparimitayur jnanahrdaya nama dharani vol. 7. page 305.5.5
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Now, I will reveal the ten ways of mind generation which are expla-

ined in "The Arya adhyasaya samcodana sutra 7)" :

(1) generating mind of love (byams pa) to all sentient beings by abando-

ning all violence (htshe ba) completely. 

(2) generating mind of compassion (snip rje ba) to all sentient beings. 
((3) generating mind to guard sublime dharma even at the cost of body 

and life. 

(4) generating mind of extremely desiring sublime dharma because of 

certainty to the forbearance to the profound. 

(5) generating mind of completely pure thought without the pollution of

gift and services. 

(6) generating mind of assuming omniscents as a precious gem by unfo-

rgetf ulness. 

(7) generating mind to respect all sentient beings as Guru, without 

discouragement. 

(8) generating mind not to enjoy one sided concentration on pleasure and 

firm believe in parts of Bodhi. 

(9) generating mind of various kinds of unmixed root virtues. 

(10) generating mind of meditating on recollecting Buddha without signs.

Here the question arises of what is the purpose of citing from many 

sutras, where as one sutra is enough to prove our possibility of birth 

in the Land of Bliss (Sukhavati) ? 

For this, rDo Grubchen Rinpoche explained that Buddha preached in 

many sutras according to the range of intelligence and inclinations of 

the mind of his followers. The wisdom of all the sentient beings is 

not same at all, so, Buddha skillfully taught in different sutras in acco-

rdance with their different mental powers. 

Therefore, those who dwell in the impure land must not harbour the 

doubt of not having the potentiality to be born in the Land of Bliss 

(Sukhavati). But if one makes prayers to be born in the Land of Bliss 

(Sukhavati) with full devotion, it is definitely possible to be born in the
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Land of Bliss (Sukhavati).
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