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Summary

In Search of ‘Family’ Support:
Intimate Networks of Female Ascetics in Kumbh Mela, Contemporary India

Mariko HAMAYA

The aim of this paper is to explore how female Hindu ascetics can obtain their places in
society, and achieve happiness and well-being, focusing on their intimate networks which they
call ‘family’. Female Hindu ascetics are suppressed in male-dominated Indian society. The author
conducted a field study in Kumbh Mela. She has found out that they depend on various forms of
‘family’, not unlike female householders. This ‘family’ consists of various actors, including patriarchal
guru-disciple relations, kinship relations and male-partners whom they live with. The ascetics
also try to make good use of the ‘family’ and re-construct it in order to make their living easier
and to achieve their prestige in the society. The ‘family’ of female ascetics is a form of social bond.
The author attempts to describe the ascetics’ struggle for better living, using the framework of
the dependence and re-construction of ‘family’.
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