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MIYAZAWA Kenji and CHIKAZUMI Jokan
—Reading the Letters of the Miyazawas

IwaTA Fumiaki*, OxumI Toshihiro**

*Department of Social Science Education, Osaka Kyoiku University,
Kasiwara, Osaka 582-8582, Japan
**nternational Institute for the Study of Religions

There was a close relationship between the family of MIYAZAWA Kenji and CHIKAZUMI
Jokan, a priest of the Otani sect of Shin-Buddhism. Twenty letters from the Miyazawas were
found in the Kyudo-Kaikan, Chikazumi's missionary center. Two letters from Toshi, a younger
sister of Kenji, were especially important since she confessed she could not follow the doctrine
of Shin-Buddhism. When Kenji became a follower of The Lotus Sutra after abandoning the
doctrine of Shin-Buddhism, it was Toshi who immediately followed and supported him without
hesitation. These letters reveal an aspect that Toshi's mental void affected Kenji to some extent

rather than the supposition Kenji led Toshi in confirming her faith.confession

Key Words: Shin-Buddhism, The Lotus Sutra, confession, Young Intellectuals





