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The Sun and Wittgenstein's Religious Experiences:

The Analysis of His Diary Written in March of 1937

Keiji HOSHIKAWA

Abstract

The second part of Wittgenstein's diary, Movements of Thought, was
written in his house on the mountain in Skjolden, Norway during the winter of
1936-1937. We can see in it Wittgenstein's personality as a “homo religiosus.”
[ visited the remains of his house at the very beginning of March in 2014 and
came to appreciate the natural environment (the geography, climate, living
things, etc.) which must have had some influences on his sense of solitude,
religious experiences or personal contact with God. My experiences and the
data acquired there are very helpful to understand the religious contents of the
diary.

[ will analyze the correlation between the state or appearance of the sun
and Wittgenstein's state of mind, religious experiences or personal contact with
God, focusing on the description of March 26th, 1937: “I am as illuminated as
[ am; [ mean: my religion is as illuminated as it is.” My hypothesis is that the
appearance of the sun made some contributions to Wittgenstein's ascent to this
religious experience or state of mind. I will prove this by referring mainly to the
other parts of the diary and another diary, Secret Diaries, written during 1914-
1916.
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