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The Uposatha Hall in the Temple of Thai Buddhism:

A Study Report on the Uposatha Hall of Wat Pho,
the First Ranking Royal Temple

Tanabe, Kazuko

The Uposatha hall is located at the center of the temple precincts of
Theravada Buddhism. Upasampada, Patimokkha reciting ceremony and other
most important rites for monks are held there. In this report I would like to
present my views on what the Uposatha hall is, through the investigation of the
Uposatha hall in Wat Pho. The Chakri dynasty or the Bangkok dynasty became
the sponsor of this temple from the days of King Rama I. So the Uposatha hall
of Wat Pho was built with the clear intention of Chakri dynasty which may be
thought out with the research to follow.

King Rama I donated the art works of the epic of the Ramakian, Ramayana
in Thailand to Wat Pho. Because it is related to the Ramakian that Good defeats
Evil in the end of the battle and the story of it honors the king, in which the
king compares himself to the God Visnu, who comes to earth in the story as the
good king Rama. King Rama I may have wished by virtue of his position as
the king to be the reincarnation of God Visnu, coming to earth to solve all the
world’s troubles.

King Rama I brought many Buddha images from the temples destroyed by
the war in cities in the northern part of Thailand and then housed in the halls
or the cloisters in the site of the Uposatha hall of Wat Pho. The Lopburi style
stiipas at the four corners of the site of the Uposatha hall and the five pagodas
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behind the cloisters at each corner are built in the reign of King Rama I in
which the relics of Shakyamuni Buddha have been enshrined.

As for the mural paintings in the Uposatha hall of Wat Pho, King Rama
III started to draw them and King Rama IV has completed them. The lives of
disciples of the Buddha are depicted in the 29 bays between doors, or between
windows and doors there, though the biographical stories and the fixed ten
past stories of the Buddha surely appeared on the Uposatha hall in the days of
the late Ayutthaya and Tomburi. Here the biographical stories of the disciples
are depicted vividly how they entered into the Buddha’s sangha. Moreover the
daily lives of the lay people are shown clearly. Foreigners on the mural appear
friendly. The several scenes of the paintings of no one but Unmaggajataka
telling on Bodhisatta Mahosadha as the Jataka stories, are shown on the upper
bays of windows and doors. In his childhood he was very clever. After he grew
up, he helped his king on many matters and he dug the tunnel in which he made
the palace having automatic doors and so on. Through the story, I have felt the
intention of King Rama IV who wanted to make Thai people know about the
importance of the wisdom and the modern industrial civilization.

The Chakri dynasty wanted to make the people know the importance of
Buddhism, Thai cultures, foreign cultures, European civilization and the
existence of foreign people are shown in the mural painting of the Uposatha
hall of Wat Pho.
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HRED T v M > TR > Tz, IE o 2, Ehl P> TETA
NTHHBI EEZMMLELESL LTH2LEPBHOTASLZ EPTE
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Buri) 2% AV, Hlbur vy PO XIS BB TEEINTVREY A=A v —
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eSO ABmRPELN TR D, I AT EEYFy ORI
X, 77 ITHERHCRAY 5 v hh6Rio TEERBOER, $#k thodiE
LTw3,



Y AN OARER IC DV T 9

FI AR T L, T T X 2 B REEFFE O, BRI
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ZoFFEAUL L bIcEEshizEdns", £/, Wat Photharam SFfE D fi:
B~72 K>+ F—1 (Phra Ponnarat) £3%7%%, Wat Pho SEBEDERIC A D,
I I M2 RHWIRER L L CEREE2R T EwS, I~ Hovzasy
(Wasukri) EF1E, 12ORHCRE LTHEL, Biclheib, 7=V
OB E (Sangharaja) 17 -7z &btz 19,

1.3 {8B%

SFhtomflid i c, EYIG, iy, 228, TAMNAK WASUKRI
RESIDENCE & Wi 2 [KIEH i % S @YU A TWw b, @ Residence 1
R0 7~ 1o Erltr, BoMEoREICHL2, £, LEED
1E2, BEE HMOMEBEARZFES 2HFOAMEHIH L, ik, &
Bz, BEEMOAREED OBYOLE F—<vF U OWEE BEPRX
EZRTHRT, 2—HOHE, MEOBE 21§ REDREH AN T T,
BHHEYfED & 5 Th B,

2 Wat Pho FDHEEICDWT

2.1 TEZENE
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